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detail), and slightly low sharpness. I 
would recommend boosting saturation 
and sharpness—as well as contrast in 
flat lighting—by about +1 for more 
pleasing JPEGs. That’s not necessary in 
raw capture of course, since numerous 
image parameters can be adjusted in the 
SILKYPIX converter program. 

At the default NR level, digital 
noise is not obvious at ISO 80-200 and 
dynamic range is very wide, perhaps 
because of the large pixels. After a bit 
of sharpening, my best photos made 
11x14.7” prints that look great from a 
typical (3 or 4 foot) viewing distance. 
Under closer scrutiny however, it’s 
obvious that higher resolution would 
be useful. Panasonic’s NR processing is 
gentle so there’s little loss of texture 
even at ISO 400; that’s a better than 
average performance. At ISO 800, the 
images are unusually smooth but fine 
details are quite well maintained; after 
some sharpening in Photoshop, I made 
some decent 8x10” glossies. At higher 
ISO levels the quality deteriorates 
noticeably, but ISO 1600 is still quite 
acceptable for 5x7” prints. 

LX3 Evaluation: This was my 
favorite camera of the three tested in 
several aspects: styling, convenience of 
operation, framing speed, the superb 

lens’ ultra-wide apertures, and the 
sophisticated raw converter software. 
While high ISO quality is better than 
average, it was great to shoot at f/2 or 
f/2.8 in low light, using a lower ISO than 
I could with the other two cameras. This 
would be my first choice in a high-grade 
digicam if the lens extended to at least 
a 110mm equivalent. On the other hand, 
photographers who prefer wide angle 
image-making should be perfectly happy 
with the 24-60mm equivalent zoom. 

The Bottom Line 
All three of the cameras are  

full-featured; check the Specs to find the 
one with the functions that would best 
meet your personal needs. The Canon 
PowerShot G10 does have an edge in 
terms of its 5x zoom range,  
but the Panasonic Lumix DMC-LX3’s  
lens offers wider angles and apertures. 
The Panasonic is also much faster in 
framing rate, although the Canon model 
provides much greater burst depth. In 
terms of low ISO quality in large prints, 
the G10 was the leader, partly because 
its sensor offers almost 50 percent more 
pixels. The DMC-LX3 provided the best 
image quality for letter-sized prints at 
ISO 400 and above because of its larger 
pixels, aspherical lens, and aberration 

control processing. 
The Nikon COOLPIX P6000 came in 

third in terms of lens and image quality 
aspects—as well as framing speed and 
burst depth—but it was competing 
against two of the best digicams on 
the market. Let me emphasize that the 
COOLPIX model is very competent in 
many respects and its ISO 64-400 images 
produced very nice letter-sized prints. 
Frankly, those are the most commonly 
used ISO levels and print sizes. My 
daughters and their friends (all in  
their 20s) selected the P6000 as the  
one they would buy, primarily because  
of its compact size and the built-in  
GPS feature. 

For more information, contact Canon 
U.S.A., Inc. at: www.usa.canon.com; 
Nikon Inc. at: www.nikonusa.com; and 
Panasonic Corporation of North America 
at: www.panasonic.com. 

A long-time “Shutterbug” contributor, 
stock photographer Peter K. Burian (www.
peterkburian.com) is the author of books 
such as “Mastering Digital Photography 
and Imaging” and a series of “Magic 
Lantern” guides to Pentax and Sony 
D-SLR cameras. He is also an online 
digital photography course instructor with 
BetterPhoto.com. 

Technical Specifications
  Canon PowerShot G10 Nikon COOLPIX P6000 Panasonic Lumix DMC-LX3

 Sensor And 14.7-megapixel CCD 13.5-megapixel CCD (4224x3168 pixels);   10.1-megapixel CCD (3648x2736 pixels);  
 Processor (4416x3312 pixels); DIGIC 4 EXPEED with automatic distortion Venus Engine IV with automatic aberration
   correction correction

 Lens  Canon 28-140mm f/2.8-4.5 with  Nikkor 28-112mm f/2.7-5.9 ED with Leica DC 24-60mm f/2-2.8 aspherical with
  Optical Image Stabilizer Optical Image Stabilizer Optical Image Stabilizer

 LCD Screen And 3” LCD (461,000 dots); zooming 2.7” LCD (230,000 dots); zooming 3” LCD (460,000 dots); no finder; optional
 Viewfinder optical finder optical finder (24mm) external finder

 File Formats JPEG, raw; Motion JPEG to JPEG, raw; Motion JPEG to JPEG, raw; Motion JPEG to 1280x720
   640x480 pixels 640x480 pixels pixels

 Sensitivity At ISO 80-1600 ISO 64-6400  ISO 80-3200
 Full Resolution 
 Exposure Control Evaluative, Center-Weighted,  Matrix, Center-Weighted, Spot meter;  Multi-Zone, Center-Weighted, Spot meter;
  Spot meter; Exposure Compensation,  Exposure Compensation, AE Lock,  Exposure Compensation, AE Lock, 
  AE Lock, Bracketing Bracketing Bracketing

 Optional Speedlites and wireless flash Speedlights; remote control unit; adapter Flash units; adapter tube for 0.75x wide
 Accessories transmitter; remote controller;  tube for 0.76x wide angle converter angle converter and filters; external optical 
  adapter tube for 1.4x converter  and filters (24mm) viewfinder 
  or filters; underwater housing 
 Power And Capacity Rechargeable lithium-ion battery  Rechargeable lithium-ion battery for  Rechargeable lithium-ion battery 
 (Per CIPA) for 400 shots 260 shots for 380 shots 
 Size/Weight 3.1x4.3x1.8”; 12.3 oz  2.6x4.2x1.7”; 8.5 oz 2.3x4.3x1.1” (plus protruding lens barrel); 8 oz 
 Street Price $420 $449 $410


