
TOOLS
TEST REPORT:  Peter K. Burian

86     November  2008 SHUTTERBUG

Digital line. The metal barrel is beautifully 
finished with wide, well-damped focus 
and zoom rings with smooth operation. 
Overall build quality should satisfy even 
professional photojournalists who tend to 
subject their equipment to a lot of abuse. 

Evaluation: As you might expect from 
the $2100 street price, the 14-35mm f/2 
lens provides superlative image quality. 
In fact, this is the very finest short zoom 
that I have ever tested. Linear distortion 
is very well controlled, particularly at 
focal lengths longer than 17mm. Even at 
f/2 sharpness in the central 80 percent of 
the frame is remarkably high at all focal 
lengths, making this aperture suitable 
even for professional applications. By f/4 

edge sharpness and corner brightness 
are impressive. The images exhibit great 
resolution of the most intricate detail, 
great clarity, snappy contrast, and a 
beautiful color rendition.

Peak optical performance (outstanding in 
every aspect) was produced in the 18-35mm 
range at f/8, for a level of quality expected 
from a pro-grade single focal length lens. I 
made some really stunning 13x17� prints, 
the largest possible with my Epson printer; 
oversized outputs should also be suitable for 
professional applications. While it�s  
very expensive, photojournalists and others 
who often shoot in low light should love 
this �fast� 28-70mm equivalent Zuiko  
Digital lens. 

Zuiko Digital 12-60mm f/2.8-4 
ED SWD

More portable and affordable, this 
24-120mm equivalent zoom is also more 
versatile, focuses even closer, and boasts 
an exotic optical formula. That includes a 
Super ED element, two pieces of ED glass, 
and three aspherical elements to correct 
the different aberrations at wide angle 
and telephoto focal lengths. The barrel 
includes some metal parts plus very tough 
polycarbonate components for great 
durability at an acceptable weight. Except 
in very dark locations where the f/2 zoom 
has an advantage, autofocus speed is also 
comparable: lightning fast, particularly 
with the E3 camera. 

	 Lens	 12-60mm f/2.8-4	 14-35mm f/2	 50-200mm
		  ED SWD	 ED SWD	 f/2.8-3.5 ED SWD

	
	 Optics	 14 elements, incl. one Super ED, two 	 18 elements, incl. two ED, one 	 16 elements, incl. three ED
		  ED lenses, one aspherical ED lens, and 	 aspherical, one aspherical ED
		  two aspherical 

	 Angle Of View	 84 to 20�	 75 to 34�	 24 to 6.2�

	 Construction	 Dust- and splash-resistant; seven 	 Dust- and splash-resistant; nine	 Same
		  aperture blades	 aperture blades	

	 Focusing	 SWD; mechanical manual focus; 	 SWD; mechanical manual focus; 	 Same
		  internal focusing	 internal focusing	

	 Min. Focus/Max. 	 9.8�; 0.28x	 1.1 ft; 0.12x	 3.9 ft; 0.42x
	 Magni�cation	

	 Accessories	 Case and hood included; accepts 	 Same	 Same; also includes removable
		  optional 1.4x and 2x converter		  tripod-mounting collar

	 Size/Weight	 3.9x3.1�; 1.3 lbs; 72mm �lter mount	 4.8x3.4�; 2 lbs; 77mm �lter mount 	 6.2x3.4�; 2.4 lbs with tripod
				    mount; 67mm �lter mount

	 Average Street Price	 $800	 $1950	 $972

Technical Specifications


